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HEATING SECTOR TRANSFORMATION TO ENSURE RELIABILITY 
AND PROTECT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island, along with the rest of the world, faces significant 
environmental, economic, and public health threats from the impacts of climate change; 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island knows that protecting against climate change and continuing 
to strengthen our economy are complementary goals, and that our efforts to address climate 
change attract new investment and create jobs, including a 74% increase in clean energy jobs 
since 2014; 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island became one of the first seven states to sign on to the United 
States Climate Alliance to uphold the principles of the Paris Climate Agreement; 

WHEREAS, the Resilient Rhode Island Act established targets for Rhode Island to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 10% below 1990 levels by 2020, to 45% below 1990 levels 
by 2035, and to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050; 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island is on track to meet its 2020 goal due to on-going work to 
reduce emissions but recognizes that meeting future goals will require continued commitment 
and new initiatives; 

WHEREAS, approximately 35% of Rhode Island's greenhouse gas emissions are emitted 
due to heating; 






