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PROTECTING RHODE ISLAND YOUTH AGAINST THE 
HARMS OF VAPING 

WHEREAS, the detrimental effects of smoking tobacco have been well-known for 

decades; 

WHEREAS, approximately 480,000 deaths each year are attributed to smoking and 

other tobacco use in the United States, with 1,800 in Rhode Island - killing more people 

than alcohol, AIDS, car accidents, illegal drugs, murders, and suicides combined; 

WHEREAS, nearly nine out of 10 current adult cigarette smokers first started 

smoking or using other tobacco products by age 18; 

WHEREAS, through decades of public health education and advocacy, Rhode 

Island's teenagers now have one of the lowest cigarette smoking rates (6%) in the country; 

WHEREAS, traditional cigarettes are no longer the single face of nicotine addiction 

in Rhode Island; 

WHEREAS, electronic nicotine-delivery system (ENDS) products are being 

aggressively marketed in Rhode Island and across the country, including marketing that 










